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Artist Spotlight:
All School Show

March 18 - March 31

Each Spring, two MassArt departments are paired together to produce a 
showcase of the best works from their students. in 2018, SIM and Art Educa-
tion worked together across numerous spaces, including Godine Family Gal-
lery, the North 181 installation and practice room, the first floor North Collins 
Hallways, North Crackatorium, various DMC spaces, and the Pozen Center. 
Similar to Big Show, the All School Show incorporates a week long gallery 
exhibition in Godine and North Crackatorium, pop up shows throughout the 
classrooms and hallways, and a one night live show in the Pozen Center. Fea-
tured here are Ali Beaudette, and Nick Regan, who all exhibited in the Go-
dine Family Gallery. For the exhibition Beaudette and Regan presented File 
Today, a performance on video. They describe the work as follows:

“Sited in the chaos of daily commute, File Today is an exploration of mechanical time. 
To use one’s mind to conceptualize time with the exact accuracy and precision of a 
machine is seemingly impossible. In synchronizing themselves with the crosswalks, the 
artists are acting to move past this impossibility to share an interval of time with the 
meticulousness of mechanical time. During this derive, the artists are challenged by 
the impatience of everyday life but must put faith into the conscious experience.”

The two collaborators are interdisciplinary artists based out of Allston, Mas-
sachusetts. They are currently studying in the Studio for Interrelated Media 
department at Massachusetts College of Art and Design. In April of 2018, 
Beaudette and Regan joined Felix for a conversation. 

m sitting on Nick and Ali’s porch, and a seri-
ous discussion is underway:

Nick: Yeah I’m, I’m afraid. I love that place. 
I’d have to only go in when ros was there. 
(turns to me) the 7/11 drama is like, real. 
Felix: That’s the 7/11 we went to, that one 
time?
Nick: Yes. Yeah yeah yeah, and the mean guy, 
the mean guy was working that night! That 
was the guy that rashed me. Yeah. 
Paul: It’s not the best and it’s not the worst, 
it’s a true neutral 7/11 with..
Nick: Actually, actually, it’s the best in bos-
ton, as far as snack selections. I’ve done the 
research...
(Many people talking over each other)
...it’s right off the Mass Pike and it is one of 
the most successful 7/11 franchises. In the 
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world. Or like, in the United States right there. 
For some reason, ‘cause its 24 hours and it’s 
like, prime location.

Non-sequitur conversations like this are all over 
this interview, and it speaks to the nature of the 
work Nick and Ali have produced. Their local 
7/11 would be a non-issue were it not for proxim-
ity, and more than that, an eye for the interesting 
(within the mundane) that Nick and Ali both 
share. File Today endeavours to dig into something 
almost unanimously ignored, the crosswalk. Using 
the alchemy of art to their advantage, the two 
turn a crosswalk into a site for artwork, a me-
dium. For perhaps the first time in the cross walk’s 
existence, we see two people conforming perfectly 
to not only the cross walk’s suggestions of when to 
walk or not, but the rhythmic beeps it emits. The 
two appear almost robotic as they walk in step 
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to the beeps, seemingly unaware of 
the other commuters around them. 
An absurd, silent actor throughout 
the piece is a sign-carrier advertis-
ing an accounting service in a statue 
of liberty costume. It takes all of my 
willpower to seem professional and 
not ask about him immediately:

Nick: He was there more than us.
Ali: Yeah, definitely. 
Nick: He was there every day. Actu-
ally, until tax day. Until tax day he 
was… I was so, sad, I, it…The se-
mester was almost over after tax day 
and I remember just rolling up and 
thinking, he’s not here…Fuck.
Felix: Noo!
Nick: I know! But, he’s cool.
Ali: He was really awesome yeah.
Felix: Did you talk to him?
Ali: No we didn’t.
Nick: No… I heard him singing 
Migos once though. When I was 
really close to him.
Paul: He tried scooting out of 
frame a few times.
Ali: Yeah I think once he realised…

Despite his attempts to politely 
shimmy out of the frame, and despite 
his initially incidental presence, the 
“Statue of Liberty Guy” becomes a 
player in the tableau conceptually and 
aesthetically:

Ali: It’s so interesting too because 
of the hours of his job, and the way 
we constantly saw him, doing the 
exact same thing, kind of plays into 

Screenshots from the Shibuya  
crosswalk live stream

the concept as well, of this monotony of everyday life. He seemed to be in his own little world 
doing it.

Ali and Nick have grand ambitions for where to take this project further: 

Nick: We’re trying to go to Tokyo.
Felix: We- both of you?
Nick: Yeah. We’re trying to take this piece to 
Tokyo, Shibuya Crosswalk, biggest crosswalk in 
the world baby!
Ali: There’s a live stream of it.
Nick: Yeah we can show you. 
Felix: I think I’ve seen it, but..
Nick: Yeah I’ve definitely shown it to you 
before.
Felix: No I mean I’m pretty sure I’ve-
Nick: Nope, no-
Felix: It was you?
Nick: I found it, I founded it, I was the one…

They tell me of the different cultures of different crosswalks, the dif-
ferent dynamics of each site, and how so many of them are exagger-
ated at Shibuya. I would certainly recommend the livestream- Seeing hundreds of people cross the 
street at once is mesmerizing. Like Ali and Nick in their piece, the human statue, and most of the 
other street-crossers, the livestream is silent, allowing the viewer to take in the act from more of a dis-
tance, despite the inherent social urge to explore and understand each person one sees. Although File 
Today was birthed in part out of Ali and Nick’s proximity, the piece aims to explore this paradoxical 
distance, the tension between a person and the functional world around that reconfigures and recon-
textualizes their personhood. 

Ali: Whoah did you see that guy?
(Everyone looks at a strange man passing by in a strange vehicle)
Nick: This is why I sit out here.
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